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record of the Faculty, " that some interesting business
would probably require Ms leaving the College some
time this winter "3 and he was thereupon granted
leave of absence for three months.

For some time, however, Smith heard nothing more.
In the middle of December, when he wrote to tell Hume
of Townshend's letter, he was still in uncertainty. But
a few days afterwards it was arranged that they should
start early in the new year, and on January the 9th
Smith told the Faculty that he should make use of
his leave of absence, that he should pay his deputy his
half-year's salary commencing from October the 10th,
and that he had returned all his students' fees. This
last act of liberality he was only able to carry out by
a display of violence at the end of his last lecture.
The scene has luckily been reproduced with unusual ani-
mation by the pen of Tytler, Lord Ivames's pedestrian
biographer. After concluding his last lecture, and
describing the arrangements he had made for them, "he
drew from his pocket the several fees of the students,
wrapped up in separate paper parcels, and beginning
to call up each man by his name, he delivered to the
first who was called the money into his hand. The
young man peremptorily refused to accept it, declaring
that the instruction and pleasure he had already
received was much more than he either had repaid or
ever could compensate; and a general cry was heard
from every one in the room to the same effect. But
Mr. Smith was not to be bent from his purpose. After
warmly expressing his feelings of gratitude and the
strong sense he had of the regard shown to him by his
young friends, he told them this was a matter betwixt
him and his own mind, and that he could not rest